Re-certification and Continuing Professional Development
The CDCS designation will remain valid for a period of three years after qualification. To qualify for renewal of the designation, holders are required to participate in continuing professional development (CPD).
Maintenance of the CDCS certification
The maintenance and broadening of knowledge is required to demonstrate continued professional competence in the field of international trade finance, particularly for documentary credit specialists.
At the end of each three-year cycle if you have satisfactorily completed 24 Professional Development Units (PDUs) of Continuing Professional Development you will retain the right to use the CDCS designation. Alternatively, if you are unable to complete 24 PDUs, or do not wish to participate in the CPD program, you will be required to re-sit the examination at the end of the three-year period in order to retain the CDCS designation.
Continuing Professional Development (CPD)
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	Participation in a wide variety of professional development activities is required to maintain active CDCS status.
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	Re-certification is required every three years.
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	You are required to complete 24 Professional Development Units (PDUs) in each three-year cycle.
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	PDUs can be earned from a variety of different activities.
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	Upon request you may receive a statement of your status and number of PDUs completed.
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	You are automatically included in the International CDCS Annual Register - available on the CDCS Internet Site.


CPD Categories
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	Accredited Courses & Management Development Programs.
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	Industry Education, e.g. exhibitions, seminars and conferences.
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	Further Qualifications, e.g. Masters or PhD.
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	Imparting Knowledge, e.g. speaking at courses, seminars or conferences.
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	Published Materials, e.g. books, manuals, magazine/journal articles.
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	Volunteer Industry leadership, e.g. serving on a ifs, IFSA or ICC committee.


Please note that all candidates for recertification who received their certification prior to 2008 will be required attain a minimum of 8 PDU's from approved UCP 600 training.  For more details contact either the IFSA or the ifs.
www.cdcs.org
